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Editor’s Desk
Dear Friends,

Many thanks for your very appreciative and critical comments on the first issue
from our new Editorial Board. The second issue carries the Address from Prof.
Bhatty, President, [AWS to the members. As announced in the earlier issue, the
present issue is a special issue on ‘No Right to Say No:Violence Against Young
Girls’.

Across the country, violence and atrocities against women have been on the
increase. Increasing market and religious fundamentalism have given rise to new
forms of violence even as older forms are being recast. One such form of vio-
lence has been the increasing attacks, often fatal, on young girls by the so called
‘jilted lovers’. In Western India, in the last year, more than hundred such cases
have been registered. Feminist activists and scholars recognise that this issue is
complex and cannot be attributed to impact of increasing violence projected by
media alone. Several women’s organizations have held many ongoing campaigns
on the issue and feel the need for a wider debate on the issue.

On the one hand, women’s empowerment has become a catch phrase and media
too sells different ‘brands of feminism’. Yet on the other hand, younger women
belonging to a generation that benefited from the struggles of the *70s and "80s
are almost ‘allergic’ to feminism. In the context of growing viclence against younger
women this has become a matter of serious concern. In this issue of the Newslet-
ter, some of the feminist groups who work with college students and are cam-
paigning against this violence were requested to share their experiences and
analysis.

‘In News’ is a new photo-feature which we have started with this issue. We
appeal to all our readers from different regions to send to us captioned photo-
graphs for this ‘In News’ feature.

Friends from some regions have responded to our appeal and sent in reports,
articles and outlines of women’s studies courses. We thank them and once again
underline the importance of the expression of voices from different regions in
the Newsletter.

So please do send: Brief Reports of Seminars, Workshops; Announcements of
Courses, Workshops; Reviews of Books (especially significant works in regional
languages); Letters of protest for circulation; Your viewpoints.

Vidyut Bhagwat
Editor



President’s Address

Dear Members,

We are now entering a new millennium with renewed
hopes and aspirations for a more value oriented, caring,
gender just and happier society. We have left behind a
millennium in which man revolutionised the means
of production, harnessed science to reach the moon
and also fashioned new ideologies and concepts to
visualize a freer, equal and just society. But, alas, we
also witnessed the negative side of man’s achievement.

India gained independence in the middle of the
last century and ushered in an era of national
reconstruction. It gave to itself a liberal democratic
Constitution which guarantees equal opportunities
to all its citizens irrespective of caste, creed or gender.

However, we are experiencing an erosion in the
ideological content of the Constitution as some
disruptive forces distort the concept of nationalism
to serve sectarian purposes, strive to impose
obscurantist ideas and behaviour norms and subvert
secularism as well as the tradition of tolerance which
has been the mainstay of our plural society.

As the first President of the IAWS in the new
millennium, I am deeply conscious that we must
garner and consolidate the gains of the last millennium
and strive to counter the negative side of these gains
and to counter the forces of obscurantism and
intolerance. This is a great responsibility that we bear
towards our society in general and towards women
in particular.

We in the [AWS are committed to fully establish
the ideals of freedom and social justice by providing
leadership in the fields of education, research and
training,

Towards this end the [AWS has a dual objective:

To enrich the store of knowledge and scholarship
through the pursuit of academic excellence, and to
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employ the results of scholarly endeavors thus secured
in providing meaningful inputs for the formulation
of policy as well as its implementation. Not to be lost
sight of at any time is the ultimate goal of IAWS,
which is, to help establish a more gender just and
socially humane society.

I wish us to pledge with a renewed vigour our
unstinted commitment to women in a just and
equitable society and particularly to our youth in
universities, research institutions, Women’s Studies
Centers and work places. The future is always in the
hands of young men and women. It is they that shall
carry the torch into the next millennium. May I seek
your active co-operation in fulfilling the tasks that
lay ahead?

Prof. Zarina Bhatty

President, IAWS

17 Zakir Bagh, Okhla Rooad, New Delhi 110 025
Tel: (011) 6843503, Fax: (011) 6850808
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How Dare You Say Wo:

Analysis of Violence Against

Adolescent Girls
Shruti Tambe

The Indian women’s movement took the issue of
violence against women in the post-emergency period
on a large scale. The campaigns showed the magnitude
and intensity of violence faced by women and also
substantially proved that women become victims of
violence due to the age-old patriarchal structure.
Often caste, class and gender
together result in various forms
of violence like rape, dowry
deaths, sexual harassment at work
and within the family, female
infanticide and female feticide. As
women are subordinated in all
aspects of life they become the
most vulnerable victims of
violence.

In Maharashtra, the last three
years were marked by increased
violence against women. The
number of dowry deaths, in the
year 1991 was more than 2000.
This supposedly ‘advanced’;
‘developed’ state also witnessed
increase in violence against
young adolescent girls. Again the
specific form that it took was also
totally new.

The New Economic Policy and the ‘Structural
adjustment’ related to it had many implications.
Multinational products flooded even the small village
markets.

We should try to understand why exactly
adolescent girls are exposed to severe direct and
indirect violence against them in the 19907 Is the
temporal context significant?

This paper therefore attempts to examine the
incidence of growing violence against adolescent girls
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in Maharashtra in the context of the structural changes

or reforms initiated by the New Economic Policy.

Part one of the paper examines the different cases of

violence. Part two reviews the overall implications of

this form of violence. Part three tries to show how

violence against this particular section is a significant
symbol of the gaze of world
economy.

PART I

Ulhasnagar is a small suburb
of Bombay Metropolis,
illfamous for small assembly
workshops, illegal pursuits
like smuggling, unauthorized
constructions or green belts,
etc. A common place
notorious for its association
with  smugglers and
underworld dons as it is the
preferred resort of all such
personalities. The politicians,
the administrators and the
policemen are allies of
smugglers and builders. The
population is mixed with
Guyjrathis, Sindhis and Marwaris being prominent. But
these groups maintain their distinct ethnic identities
through community gatherings, etc. Functional ties
are alive and behaviour of members is tried to be
controlled.

Rinku Patil — the eldest daughter of a semi-
government employee was burnt alive on 30th March
1990, by four armed youths at 11.30 a.m. Rinku was
16 years old. She was writing her Secondary School
Examination in a school campus with hundreds of
other students. Armed Policemen were present in the
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campus when four youth in ti eir early 20s entered
the premises. Bxfore anyone could understand their
motives, they reached the examination hall where
Rinku was writing her exams. They went to her,
poured kerosene on her body and burnt her to death.
No one could save her. She died on the spot. The
boys then coolly left the premises. There was no
resistance, no retaliation and no chase. The incident
was so shocking for the suburb that nothing could be
done immediately. The Police caught two of the
suspects on the next day and one more on the
following day. But the main suspect — Harish Patel
was absconding. On the third day a dead body on the
railway track was identified as Harish by the Railway
Police.

According to the accounts of the witnesses and
Harish’s friends, Harish killed Rinku as he thought
she was disloyal to him. It was suggested that they
were married to each other secretly in a Hindu temple
when Rinku was 14 and Harish was 20 years old.
But she continued to stay in her parental home, as
she was a minor. Her parents eventually came to know
about her ties with Harish. Her father forced her to
sever the relations with him, as he wanted her to marry
within the caste-circle. He was also worried about
the younger daughter’s martial prospects. Harish did

not have a job and was suspected to have associations .

with smugglers and other such elements. But Harish
kept insisting that Rinku should meet him and
publicly solemnize the marriage. She could not do
that and did as her father asked her to do. As a result
he decided to punish her for not complying to his
wishes and murdered her.

The media reports were sympathetic to Harish,
referred to him as ‘Jilted Lover’ and painted him as
desparate ‘Devdas’ Rinku was projected as
‘oversmart’, ‘advanced’, ‘bad’ girl who asked for
punishment.

From the metro-canvas of Bombay, we have to
shift to Aurad-Shahajani a village in Ahmedpur Taluka
of Latur District. This is an important trading centre
in that region, the village has one Arts, Commerce
and Science College. In the last decade Latur has
become an important educational centre. To prove
the academic excellence of the district, renowned
teachers were invited from outside. This certainly
made an impact on the overall atmosphere. The
importance of agriculture, close-knit community

structure and feudal patriarchy dominate the scene.
Girls attending the college are comparatively few and
are often viewed with suspicion. They have to prove
that they are good, ‘proper’ and ‘non-controversial’.

In the last week of September 1991, Satvaguni
Jadhav daughter of Prof. Jadhav from Mangeshkar
College was raped and then burnt in her house.
Satvaguni was the eldest followed by a sister and a 12
year old brother. The family owned some agricultural
land in a nearby village. Satvaguni’s mother had to
stay on the farm very frequently to manage everything.
Her father also visited the farm quite regularly.
Satvaguni, her sister and brother used to manage on
their own in the absence of their parents. Satvaguni
was a S.Y.BSc. student. They were staying in an old
‘Wada’ — a two storeyed chawl like structure with
two or three neighbours. The Wada had only one
entrance. The Jadhavs had one room on the ground
floor and two rooms on the first floor. One young
servant from the farm was also staying at the Aurad
Shahajani residence.

A group of college boys used to continuously
tease, taunt and follow Satvaguni in and outside
college. They wanted to become “friendly” with her,
which she resisted repeatedly.

The boys were furious with the fact that how a
girl can say no to them? The group consisted of sons
and brothers of local elite including a brother of the
sub-inspector posted in the village. Satvaguni wanted
to stop this. Her father therefore lodged a complaint
of molestation and eve teasing against the troublesome
group. No action was taken, but the group decided
to take revenge. On Kojagiri — the Ashwin Poornima
— Night, Satvaguni was at home with her brother
and sister and the servant boy. The troublesome gang
was totally drunk.They were roaming on the streets.
After midnight they locked all the houses in the
neighbourhood from outside and then came to the
room where Satvaguni was sleeping. She was gang-
raped and then burnt to ashes. The reports said that
they wanted to punish this ‘stubborn’ girl for her
resistance and courage to reach the police. After her
death, the police refused to register it as a murder
case and filed it as a suicide attempt. Her father had
to fight for proper filing. The officer whose brother
was involved in Satvaguni's rape and murder did the
interrogation.
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The third case is from Aurangabad, the fastest
growing city in Asia with its peculiar mixture of feudal
— industrial elements. Not only national but also
international capital has flown in this area after 1960.
The city has around 30 colleges including the
professional ones, and industrial estates and
international tourism. Before independence this
walled city was a major trade and administrative centre
in the Nizam State of Hyderabad. Today it shows a
peculiar combination of feudal, patriarchal values, with
modern industrial preferences.

In this city, Veena Deshmukh — a Brahmin girl
of 19 years was burnt by Pramod Rajhans — her future
husband, fiancé in October 1991 Veena was a cricketer
who had represented Aurangabad in many
tournaments. She was a confident girl, friendly with
all. She was doing a job in a small private company
after completing her B.Com. Pramod was also a
cricketer. Both of them were friends. Later on they
were attracted to each other. When they decided to
get married both the families were informed. The
elders supported them and the wedding was fixed for
27th December, 1991, But before that Pramod started
insisting on breaking the relationship, Veena insisted
on continuing, Pramod was suspicious about Veena.
He was always afraid that she would leave him and
get involved with some other fellow. His friends
repeatedly taunted him saying thatVeena is ‘smarter’
than you, she will not adjust with you but find
someone else. Pramod felt that he was very inferior
to her and therefore wanted to call off the wedding.
She kept assuring him and proving her loyalty to him.
Pramod as a solution made a proper plan. He asked
her to bring petrol for the vehicle as they were going
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for a picnic. When they left his house, he burnt her
with the same petrol.Veena struggled for life for almost
24 hours. In her dying declaration she clearly said
that “Pramod Ne Meri Rinku Kar Dee”, but in the
same statement she reported that she loves Pramod.

In 1992 Shobha Tandale, Manasi Shah and many
others lost their lives in the same way, only the
methods were different, stabbing or burning.

PART II

Though violence is inflicted on all women —
irrespective of their class, caste, ethnicity and age, the
result and implications and other intensity varies
significantly. The functions of violence as Govind
Kelkar puts it are as follows:

“It keeps women where they are that is
within the house, in powerless positions.

Women become instruments through which
the social system reproduces itself and
through which systemic inequality is
maintained,

The specific incidents of violence are thus
warnings and threats given to all women.The
hidden message is to show “see — this is the
result of deviance”. The social stereotype of
a girl demands obedience, loyalty, sacrifice
and softness. She is expected not to assert
her identity or her preferences. Again, the
girl is expected to be inferior to her brothers
and later in life to her husband in all respects.”

The cases against adolescent girls that [ mentioned
above are worth analyzing from this aspect. What were
the apparent reasons given by the murderers in each
case?

In the case of Rinku, Harish was insisting that
Rinku must consent to public solemnization of the
relationship. Again he did not want her to marry
anyone else but him. He was afraid that she would
get married to a groom chosen by her parents.

Pramod could not tolerate Veena being different
than the stereotypical fiancée. As soon as they were
engaged, he did not want her to be friendly with
anyone else but him. Her emotional and economic
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